
                      

DAT
PRO
SPEA
TIM
PLA
 
     If
wild
horti
how 
prese
prop
us be
creat
     A
Arbo
Hold
seed
staff
and h
Cent
of ra
prev
Geau
earn
Coll
hikin
husb
     A
Myrt
mon
 
 
 

                                                          

TE:  T
OGRAM: “E

AKER: A
ME:  7
ACE: T

f you ever w
dflowers onto
iculturist An
to select and

entation will
pagation and 
etter appreci
te or expand

Ann has been
oretum since
den Wildflow
d for use with
f with the her
helps to fulf
ter for Plant 
are and endan
viously a Nat
uga Soil and
ed a B.A. in
ege. In her f
ng and fishin
band. 
Ann will lead
tle S. Holden

nth. See the A

      

                                                         

Tuesday, Apr
Exploring H

Ann Rzepka B
:00 p.m. 

The Holden A

wanted to intr
o your prope
nn Rzepka B
d propagate 
l focus on w
cultural info

iate Ohio's w
d our own wi
n a horticultu
e 2008. She m
wer Garden, 
hin the garde
ritage specie

fill Holden’s 
Conservatio
ngered plant
tural Resourc
d Water Cons

Environmen
free time she
ng with her t

d us in a guid
n Wildflowe

April Activit

The H

                       

UP

ril 18, 2017 
Holden's Wild

Budziak 

Arboretum 

roduce nativ
erty, learn ho
udziak as sh
native plant

wildflower ide
ormation. Sh

wildflowers s
ildflower gar
urist at the H
maintains th
collects and

en, assists co
es monitorin
commitmen

on and the pr
t species. An
ces Specialis
servation Di
ntal Studies 

e enjoys gard
two little girl

ded tour of th
er Garden lat
ty for details

Hushw

PCOMI

dflowers” 

e 
ow from 
he describes 
ts. Her 
entification, 
he will help 
so we may 
rdens. 

Holden 
he Myrtle S. 
d propagates 
onservation 
g program, 

nt to the 
reservation 
nn was 
st with the 
istrict. She 
from Hiram

dening, 
ls and 

he five-acre 
ter this 
s. 

wing H

 

ING EV
 

m 

DAT
PRO
SPE
TIM
PLA
      

 
     O
up in
scien
Scho
ecol
in th
man
popu
sigh
easte
      M
enric
Gea
of a 
and 
stud
of W
stud
Ach
Fede
cons
expe
and 
beco
     O
led i
by h
craw
and 
bein
neph
wetl
. 

HER
Spreadin

 Ge

VENTS

TE:  T
OGRAM: “
EAKER: M
ME:   7
ACE:  B

                  G

Our speaker 
n Russell To
nce at his alm
ool. His prog
logy of the re
he den and fo
nagement cha
ulation. Onc

htings of blac
ern half of th
Mike works 
ching experi

auga Local S
Toyota TAP
black bear p

dents and in p
Wildlife. In A
dents were ho
hievement Aw
eration for th
servation. H
eriences kee
makes him t

ome.  
On a more pe
into the swam
his dad. Mike
wfish in the c
built forts w

ng "Crazy Un
hew, who ar
lands of Gea

RALD
ng the Lov
eauga and

S 

Tuesday, Ma
“Buckeye Bl
Mike Sustin 
7:00 p.m. 
Big Creek P
Geauga Park

for the even
ownship and
ma mater, W
gram will de
esilient blac
oraging beha
allenges faci

ce extirpated
ck bears hav
he state. 
to provide d

iences for al
School Distri
PESTRY Gr
population st
partnership w

April of 2011
onored with 
ward by the 
heir work on
is continued

eps him in to
the outstand

ersonal note
mps and for
e and his bro
creek, painte

with sticks an
ncle Mike" f
re also being
auga County

D 
Volum

April, M

ve of Natur
d Ashtabul

ay 16, 2017
lack Bears ar

Park,  
k District 

ning, Mike Su
d currently te
West Geauga
escribe the b
k bear, high
aviors. We’l
ing Ohio’s b

d from Ohio, 
ve increased 

deeply mean
ll students in
ict. He was t
rant to devel
tudy project 
with the Ohi
1, Mike and 
a National C
National W

n wetlands e
d pursuit of l
uch with his

ding educator

, Mike was t
ests of Geau
others and si
ed themselve
nd stones. H
for his niece

g raised in th
y. 

me 52 Number 4
May, June, 201

re in Lake
la Counties

re Back” 

ustin, grew 
eaches 
a High 
biology and 
hlighting life 
ll discuss the
bruin 

confirmed 
in the 

ningful and 
n the West 
the recipient 
lop a bobcat 
with his 

io Division 
some of his 

Conservation
Wildlife 

ducation and
earning 
s students, 
r he has 

thankfully 
uga County 
ister caught 
es with clay,
e enjoys 
s and 
e woods and

4 
7 

e, 
s 

e 

n 

d 

 

d 



 

DAT
ACT
TIM
PLA
 
     E
Gard
her p
wild
comm
and w
Cent
free 
amon
want
who 
$4.0
     T
Gard
displ
mod
in Oh
are d
relat
diver
rock
      L
Hold
throu
fami
as a 
wild
Myrt
beco
repo
regio
Arbo
      N
natur
Besi
fram
thou
They
and l
 

TE:         Satu
TIVITY: Wa

ME:          10:
ACE:       The

Explore the M
den with Ann
presentation 

dflowers. She
munities she
what doesn't
ter. Admissi
for those joi
ng the wildf
ting to visit t
is not a mem
0 per ticket 

The five-acre
den includes
layed in repr

deled after sig
hio. Associa

displayed tog
tionships, lan
rse flora. Th

kery, prairie, 
Located in a 
den Wildflow
ugh the dona
ily in memor
setting to br

dflowers com
tle S. Holden

ome a showc
sitory for th
on, accordin
oretum.   
Native plant 
ral heritage 
des their bea

mework and s
usands of ani
y represent a
landscape pr

 

          

APRIL
 

urday, April
alk among th
00 a.m. 
e Holden Arb

Myrtle S. Ho
n Rzepka Bu
last week on

e will show u
e tends here 
t. Meet at the
on to the Ho
ining Blackb
flowers. Afte
the canopy w
mber of Hold
at the visitor

e Myrtle S. H
more than 4

resentative h
gnificant pla
ated woody a
gether to dem
ndscape situa
he communit

bog and floo
native pawp

wer Garden w
ations of the 
ry of Myrtle 
ring in and d

mmon in Hol
n Wildflowe

case of Ohio'
e vanishing 
g to literatur

species are 
as the land a
auty, native 
support mech
imal and inse
a great resou
rofessions an

              

L ACTIVI

l 29, 2017 
he Wildflowe

boretum 

olden Wildflo
udziak as a f
n Ohio's nati
us the plant 
and share w
e Corning V

olden Arbore
brook for the
er the hike, a
walk or emer
den will hav
r center. 

Holden Wild
400 native O
habitat planti
ant communi
and herbaceo
monstrate ha
ations and O
ties are: woo
od plain. 
paw patch, th
was establish
Arthur S. H
S. Holden. D
isplay the m
den's diverse

er Garden ev
's native flor
flora of the G
re from the H

as much a pa
and its physi
plants make
hanism upon
ect species e

urce for the h
nd the home

    ACTI

ITY 

ers 

ower 
follow up to 
ive 

what works 
Visitor 
etum will be 
e walk 
anyone 
rgent tower 

ve to pay 

flower 
Ohio species 
ings 
ities found 
ous species 
abitat 
Ohio's 
odland, 

he Myrtle S.
hed in 1968 

Holden 
Developed 

many 
e acres, the 

volved to 
ra and a 
Great Lakes
Holden 

art of our 
cal features.

e up the 
n which 
evolved. 
horticultural 
 gardener. 

IVITIES

 

s 

 

 
DAT
ACT
TIM
PLA
      

     
      O
bird
famo
from
them
gets
as th
finer
Bigg
the l
grea
      P
eatin
We 
wan
We 
Otta
Mar
harb
Mig
into 
Obs
to se
your
 
 
If yo
cont
 
If yo
call 
 

 

M

TE:  S
TIVITY: M

ME:  9
ACE: M

                 O

Once again w
ding spots in 
ous boardwa

m all over the
m. The numb
, and the bir

hey are “sho
ry. We are g
gest Week in
largest crow
at variety of 
Plan to bring
ng places (i.
expect to sta

nt to miss wh
also plan to 

awa National
rsh or any ot
boring a rarit
gratory Bird 

the park (no
ervatory wh
ee you there
r binoculars

ou need mor
tact Pat Mor

ou need mor
Becky Thom

 
MAY ACT

Saturday, Ma
Magee Marsh
9:00 a.m. 
Magee Marsh
Oak Harbor 

we are off to
the USA! M

alk, draws th
e country an
ber of migrat
rds are often 
wing off” th

going just a l
n Birding” a

wds of people
birds to see.
g a picnic lu
e., McDonal
ay the whole
hat may show
visit the oth
l Wildlife R
ther place tha
ty. Meet at th
Center parki
ot the Black 
hich is right a
. Bring a frie
!!! 

re informatio
rse at 440-25

re informatio
mpson at 440

TIVITY 

ay 20, 2017
h 

h Wildlife A

o one of the 
Magee Marsh
he birding co
nd we will be
ting birds is 
at eye-level

heir brilliant 
little later tha

and will hope
e, but should
. 
nch and a ch
lds) are a wa
e day and yo
w up in the e
her near-by a

Refuge and M
at we hear m
he Sportsme
ing lot along
Swamp Bird

at the entran
end and don

on on the Ma
56-1404 ext. 

on on the Ap
0-602-3852.

2

Area,  

premiere 
h, with its 
ommunity 
e among 
as good as i

l or close-by
spring 
an “The 
efully miss 
d have a 

hair; the 
ays away. 
ou won’t 
eating area. 
areas such as

Metzger 
may be 
en’s 
g the drive 
d 

nce).  Hope 
’t forget 

ay Activity, 
2101. 

pril Activity,
 

2 

it 
, 

s 

 



                                                                                                                                                                              3  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

           June Picnic 
 

Date:  Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
Program:  Annual Potluck Picnic 
Time:  Meet at 6:00 p.m. – Eat at 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Chagrin River Park, Willoughby 
 
     Our annual potluck picnic will be held on 
Tuesday Jun 20th at Chagrin River Park in 
Willoughby. We will meet in the shelter near the 
parking lot of the Reeves Road entrance. There is 
overflow parking available if the main lot is full. All 
members and their guests are welcome! 
     We will begin gathering at 6 pm and start eating 
at 6:30 p.m. Please bring your own place setting as 
well as a dish to pass. Blackbrook will supply hot 
dogs, buns, condiments, ice, lemonade and iced tea. 
If you prefer another beverage, please bring your 
own. We have many good cooks in the group so 
expect a great meal. 
     Following the meal, there will be a few 
announcements and then we will go for a walk. 
Bring binoculars if you have them. 
     Please note, since we have the shelter reserved, 
this event will be cancelled only in the case of 
severe weather. Check the Blackbrook Audubon 
web site or WKYC-TV IAlert if you are unsure.  
  

Chagrin River Corridor IBA 
 
     Blackbrook’s long-term commitment to 
monitoring birds in the Chagrin River Corridor 
continues with monthly bird walks at Chagrin River 
Park through March 2018. The park is located at 
3100 Reeves Road in Willoughby. We meet at 8 
a.m. the 4th Sunday of each month at the Reeves 
Road main parking lot. Beginners and experienced 
birders are welcome. 
     The Chagrin River Corridor Important Bird Area 
(IBA) is a critical piece in a great web of priority 
conservation sites across the North American 
Continent that supports both rare and common birds 
throughout the annual cycle:  breeding, migrating, 

wintering. The Chagrin River Corridor IBA 
includes over 71 miles of river/riparian habitat 
(encompassing 1000 acres) in portions of Lake, 
Geauga, Cuyahoga and Portage counties, 
representing a nearly unbroken ribbon of forest, old 
field, and wetlands amid towns, suburbs, and farms.   
Our specific goals for the Chagrin River Corridor 
IBA include: 

 Increasing the knowledge base of avian 

diversity and abundance over time across the 

annual cycle and representative habitats. 

 Partnering with private landowners, public 

agencies, and conservation organizations to 

assess, conserve, and improve the ecological 

integrity. 

 Promoting public awareness of the ecological 

value. 

 

Basic eBird class 
 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017  6:30 p.m. 
The Holden Arboretum 
 
     Have you heard about “eBird”, but don’t know 
how (or why) to get started? We’ll conduct a brief 
demonstration of how to use eBird at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Holden Arboretum. A real-time, online checklist 
program launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and National Audubon Society, eBird 
has revolutionized the way the birding community 
reports and accesses information about birds. 
      A birder simply enters when, where, and how 
they went birding, then fills out a checklist of all the 
birds seen and heard during the outing. Automated 
data quality filters developed by regional bird 
experts review all submissions before they enter the 
database. Local experts review unusual records that 
are flagged by the filters.  
     The observations of each participant join those 
of others in the network of eBird users. eBird then 
shares these observations with a global community 
of educators, land managers, ornithologists, and 
conservation biologists. In time the data will 
become the foundation for a better understanding of 
bird distribution across the western hemisphere and 
beyond. 
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FROM the DESK of the 
PRESIDENT     
 By Mary Ann Wagner 
maryannelizebeth@aol.com 
 
 

 
     As I try to gather my thoughts to write my last 
column, I remember the fun we’ve had over the 
years. We’re never too old to learn new things and 
share experiences together. 
     It’s been a pleasure being the President of the 
Blackbrook Audubon Society. It forced me out of 
my comfort zone to stand up in front of a group of 
friendly people and talk about our upcoming 
programs and field trips and encourage you to 
participate. Hopefully, I’ve been somewhat 
coherent! When I was in school, I hated speech 
classes. I thought, ‘This is so stupid! I am NEVER 
going to stand up in front of a group of people and 
talk. . . . .’  
     I grew up in a time when kids were not rushed 
from one heavily scheduled activity to another. We 
were encouraged to go outside, stay out of trouble 
and come home when the streetlights came on. My 
cousins or friends and I spent a lot of time walking 
through muddy fields or along unpaved dirt roads. 
Trying to reach cattails in a marsh without getting 
our feet wet. Watching fireflies at night. Listening 
to my dad whistle back and forth to bobwhites 
outside the back door. Watching bees travel from 
clover to clover in the lawn. Climbing trees and 
watching people walk by below. If you came home 
muddy with a tear in your pants or a scrape on your 
knee, it wasn’t a big deal. What are some of your 
favorite memories? 
      We do have many more resources today that we 
didn’t have back then. If you took a picture, you’d 
wait until you finished the entire roll before you got 
the film developed and it could be months before 
you realized the picture you took of a beautiful 
flower was out of focus. When the car broke down 
and you needed to call someone for help, you had to 
walk to find a pay phone. If you wanted to look up 
something, you had to look in the encyclopedia 
rather than “googling” it. 
Embrace change. Never stop learning. Have fun and 
enjoy the journey. 
 

 

Nominating Committee Report  
      Every year, in the spring, we in Blackbrook 
Audubon Society have an election for the four most 
important officers on our Board of Directors.  And 
every year in this Newsletter we always print the 
list of those candidates for those offices in the 
"spring" issue.  So we're doing our job here and 
your job, then, is to attend our April meeting and 
vote for these fine candidates to show your support 
for all the time, effort and work they (and the other 
members of the Board) do for Blackbrook Audubon 
Society.  Here, then, are the Nominations for those 
four important offices. 
  
For President:         Becky Donaldson 
for Vice President:   Debbi Schuster 
for Secretary:          Trevor Wearstler 
and for Treasurer:   Mary Ann Wagner 

Friends of Blackbrook Audubon 
 
Name ____________________________ 
 
Address __________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
City ___________ State ___ Zip _______ 
 
Amount:   ___ $25   ____ $30 
                ___ $40   ____ $50 and over  
 
          I would like to receive a paper Hushwing 
 
          I would like to receive an electronic copy 
of the Hushwing and here is my email address to 
send it to:__________________________ 
 

I do not wish to become a member of Friends, 
but would like to donate ________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Blackbrook Audubon 
Society and mail to: James McConnor  5758 Beech 
Dr. Mentor on the Lake, OH 44060 Call (440) 257-
2507 for more information.   
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